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Mar. XXII. 37, 38, 39. 
37 Thou ſhalt love the Lord thy 
God with all thy Heart, and with 
all thy Soul, and with all thy 
. | 
38 This is the firſt and great Com- 

mandment. 
39 And the ſecond is like unto it, 
Thou ſhalt love thy Neighbour as 

' thy ſelf 


UR Saviour having put the Saddu- 
() cees to filence in relation to the 
Doctrine of the Reſurrection 

which they denied, the Phar:/ees reſol- 
ved to try his Abilities, and ſee if they 
could not confound him by putting a more 
intricate Caſe unto him. The Law of 
| Moſes conſiſts of a great many Particulars: 
ſome relate to Rites and Ceremonies, ſome 
to the particular Form of Government 
B among 


among the Fews, and ſome to Matters of 
Morality. All of them were equally com- 
manded by God, and therefore all of 
them might plead an equal Authority. 
A Lawyer thereſore addreſſes our Sa- 
viour with this Queſtion, Maſter, which 
is the great Commandment of the Law? 
There are Caſes where the Law may ſeem 
at variance with it ſelf: or, at leaſt, 
Circumſtances may ſo happen, as to make 
it impoſſible to know which way to act. 
A poſitive Law, commanded exprefly by 


God himſelf, may interfere with a ora! 


Law: A ceremonial Law, however ex- 
preſly enjoined, may be, by intervenin 

Circumſtances, made impracticable: Whic 

therefore is the principal Commandment, 
which a Man muſt never, on no account 
whatever, violate? To this my Text is 
the Anſwer, Thou ſhalt love the Lord thy 
God with all thy Heart, and with al thy 
Soul, and with all thy Mind. This ys 72 


firſt and great Commandment. And the 


ſecond ic like unto it, Thou ſhalt love thy 


 Nezghbour as 75 ſelf. On theſe two 


Commandments hang all the Law and 
the Prophets. | 276211200 
My preſent Deſign is, Firſt, Diſtinctly 
to conſider theſe two Commandments, 
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1 
and to ſhew the Obligations we are under 
to pay a conſtant Regard to them. 


And, Secondly, To ſhew you how lit- 
tle theſe are regarded by ſuch as name the 
Name of Chriſt. And in this I ſhall have 
a View to the preſent Prevalency of that 
Religion in TuESE PARTS, which is ſuch 
a Contradiction and Reproach to common 

Senſe, as well as to Chriſtianity. 


The #7// great Commandment in the 
Law is, Thou ſhalt love the Lord thy God 
with all thy Heart, and with all thy Soul, 
and with all thy Mind. St. Mark, ch. xii. 
29. introduces our Saviour's Anſwer, or 
rather makes our Saviour anſwer in the 
words of Moſes, Deut. vi. 4, 5. Hear, 
O Iſrael, the Lord our God is One Lord. 
'Tis certain, that the great Deſign of 
Chriſt was, to root deep in Mens Minds 
the Notion of One God, the Father of all, 
and to bring Men to pay their Regard to 
him, as the Source and Fountain of all 
Good, from whom they receive whatever 
they enjoy, and expect to receive the Re- 
ward of all their Labours. The Heathen 
World was immerſed in Polythei/m, and 
worſhipped many Gods: They ſuppoſed 
a great number of inviſible Spenden 
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that had a Power and Dominion over this 
World, or over its reſpective Parts: 
the Sea, the Land, the Heavens, had 
their particular Lords; and the Hills, and 
Valleys, and particular Countries, and 
particular Places, were under the more im- 
mediate Care, and Protection, of ſuch or 
ſuch Gods. One great End of our Saviour 


was effectually to root out this pernicious 


Principle, and to bring Mankind to the 
Acknowledgment of The One God, The 
God that ſhewed his Cigus among the 


Egyptians, and did ſuch Wonders in the 
Land of Ham *. 


The O Teſtament is full of Paſſages, 


which aſſert explicitly, that there is but 


One God. Know therefore this Day, 
lays Moſes, Deut. iv. 39, and conſider it 


in thine Heart, that the Lord he is God 


in Heaven above, and upon the Earth 
beneath, there is none elle beſides him. 
lIlſaiah xliv. 6, 8. Thus ſaith the Lord, the 


King of Iſrael, and his Redeemer the 


Lord of Hoſts, I am the Firſt, and I am 


the Laſi, and beſides me there is no 


God. Ic there a God beſides me? 
Zea there is n0 God: I know not any. 


—— 


n 


* Pf. cv. 27. 


Again, 
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Again, ch. xlv. 18. Thus ſaith the Lord 
that created the Heavens, God himſelf 
that formed the Earth and made it, he 
hath eſtabliſhed it, he created it not in 
vain, he formed it to be inhabited, I am 
the Lord, and there is none elſe, The 
New Teſtament is as exprels—— When 


our Saviour had ſaid, Mark xii. 29. The 


Firſt of all the Commandments is, The 
Lord our God is one Lord, the Scribe 
faid unto him, Well Maſter, thou haſt 
ſaid the truth; for there is ON E God, 
and there is none other but be, ver. 3 2. 
St. Paul, 1 Cor. viii. 4,5, 6. ſays, We know 
that there is none other God but one. 
For tho there be that are called Gods, 
whether in Heaven or in Earth (as there 
be Gods many, and Lords many) but to 
us there is but one God, the Father, of 
whom are all things. 
This one ſupreme Being, who made all 
things, and who governs all things, de- 
mands from us a Regard ſuitable to the 
Relation we ſtand in to him. He is 
our Creator and Protector: it was he 


that made us, and not we our ſelves: and 
it is he that gives us the good things 
which we enjoy; and who fo diſpoſes 
and governs every thing, and exerciſes his 
Dominion over all, that we cannot but 

acknow. 


(10) 
acknowledge the Debt of Gratitude, and 
own his Beneficence, We muſt live as 


Creatures ſenſible that they muſt give an 
account of their Actions: and whatever 


Arts may be uſed, whatever Shifrs or | 
Evaſions may be applied to eſcape the | 
Juſtice of Man, yet a// are certainly to 
appear before a higher Tribunal, where | 


neither Secrecy nor Cunning, neither In: 


tereſt nor Power, can elude or elcape | 


the ſupreme Judge. 


This indeed is an Argument for fear. 


ing God: whereas my Text enjoins a 


Love of him. All Love is founded upon 


a Knowledge, or an Opinion, of Good in 


any Perſon, or Thing. When therefore | 


we conſider God as a good, and kind, and 
merciful Being, as him from whom we 


receive whatever we have, and who, | 
were he diſpoſed to do ſo, could deprive |} 


us of whatever we enjoy, we cannot but 
take a Delight and Pleaſure in him; we 
cannot but wiſh his Happineſs, i. e. wiſh 
that nothing may be done which may 
give him any Uneaſine ſe, or Di ſplea ſure. 
tence it is, that a conſtant Regard will 
be paid to God; he will be the Object 
of our Worſhip; and whatever is con- 
ceiv d to be inconſiſtent with his Will 
will be avoided and deteſted : And this 

$ made 
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the Apoſile ſay, 1 John iv. 19. We 
_— — 1 firſt loved us. He 
ſhewed himſelf kind, and gracious, and 
benevolent to Mankind ; and that was 
reaſon ſufficient to determine us to all 


ſuch Actions, as might atteſt our ſenſe of 


his Goodnels. 

This Affection to God is required of 
us in the ſtrongeſt Terms: Thou ſhalt 
love the Lord thy God with all thy Heart, 
and with all thy Soul, and with all thy 
Might, Deut. vi. 5. St. Mark, in rela- 
ting this Anſwer of our Saviour, chap. xii. 
30. ſays, Thou ſhalt love the Lord thy 
God with all thy Heart, and with all thy 
Soul, and with all thy Mind, and with 


all thy Strength. No doubt our Saviour 


deſigned to intimate, that there is no 
Power, no Faculty in us, which ought 
not to be applied to ſhew our deſire of 
J pleaſing God. Our Will, our Affections, 
our Reaſon, all that we have, and all thar 
we are, ſhould be applied to this, that 
He who is the greateſt Good in himſelf, as 
well as to us, 15 
what he is. 
Natural Reaſon will teach us thus 
much; but Chriſtianity has laid a far- 
ther Obligation upon us. In this was 
manifeſted the Love of God towards us, 
be- 


ould be regarded as being 
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becauſe that God ſent his only begotten 


Son into the World, that we might Lvl 


thro him, 1 John iv. 9, 10. The obviou 
conſequence of this is, that if we” Js 
thro' Chriſt, ? wwe come to God by him , i 
we are to f pray to God, and to + giry 
thanks in his name; if we are /aved by him, 
if all the Happineſs of Heaven is granted 
to ns thro him, if we have Peace wit 
God thro our Lord“, if the Gift of God 
be eternal Life, thro Jelus Chriſt ow 


Lord ff; we cannot but determine ou 


Affections to ſo much Goodne/5, and love 
him with all our Heart, and Mind, and 
Soul, and Strength. Are 

The other great Commandment, upon 
which ſo much depends, is, Thou hat 
love thy Neighbour as thy ſelf. This 
Love of our Neighbour, is the ſame as 
Benevolence, or a kind Affection, where. 


by we wiſh well, and endeavour to do 


good Offices to him. In conſequence 
therefore of this Diſpoſition, we cannot 
bur defire his Happineſs, and rejoice in 
his Succeſs ; and on the contrary, be un- 
eaſy at any Miſery, or Misfortune, which 


. 


* Heb, vii. 25. f John xvi.26, f Col. ili. 17. 
** Rom. v. 1. t Rom. vi. 23. 


happens 
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happens to him. We muſt be ready to 
a hm; and when either the Perverſe- 
neſs of things, or the Iniquities of others, 
obſtruct his Good, we are to afford our 
ready help, and thus to promote his 
Welfare. No Man can be thus diſpoſed, 
unleſs he be ready to do no Injury to 
others, and to obſerve ſtrict Juſtice to 
all: for the Love of our Neighbour pre- 
ſuppoſes a Diſpoſition to do right, and 
to give to every Man what is his own. 
This made St. Paul lay, That Love zs 
the ng of the Law. Owe no Man 
any thing, but to love one another ; for 
he that loveth another hath fulfilled the 
Law. For this, Thou ſhalt not commit 
Adultery, Thou ſhalt not kill, Thou ſhalt 
not ſteal, Thou ſhalt not bear falſe wit. 
neſs, Thou ſhalt not covet ; and if there 
be any other Commandment, it is briefly 
comprehended in this Saying, namely, 
Thou ſhalt love thy Neighbour as thy 
ſelf Love worketh no Ill to his Newgh- 
bour ; therefore Love is the fulfilling of 
the Law, Nom. xiii. 8, 9, 10. And in the 
ſame manner, Galat. v. 13, 14. By Love 


ſerve one another; for all the Law zs 


fulfilled in one Word, even in this, Thou 
ſhalt love thy Neighbour as thy ſelf. 


Tis impoſſible for him who loves his 
C  Nezwgb- 


1 
Neighbour to be guilty of any Injuſtice 
to him: he cannot ſteal, he cannot bill, 
he cannot bear falſe witneſs againſt him, 
he cannot attempt any thing wrongfully 
againſt his Life, his Liberty, or his For. 
tunes: for he that is obliged 70 do good, 
and to af/iſt others, is obliged not only 
to do them no Injuſtice, but his Obliga- 
tion is carried farther, even to Acts of 
poſitive Goodneſs, wherever they are the 
proper Objects of it. 

Allowing then that this kind Diſpoſi- 
tion is to be diſplay d to our . 
yet in what Degree, and under what Re- 
as is this to be done? The Rule 
aid down by our Saviour is, Thou ſhalt 
love thy Neighbour as thy ſelf: And 
Moſes enjoined the fame Duty in the 
ſame Degree, Levit. xix. 18. Thou ſhalt 
not avenge, nor bear any grudge againſt 
the Children of thy People; but thou 
ſhalt love hy Neighbour as thy ſelf. 
Whatever difference there may be in the 
extent of the word, Neighbour, under _ 
the Law of Moſes, and in Chriſtianity, hy 
yet the kind Affection is enjoined in 
the og Manner, and is to be ſhewn 
in the ſame Degree. The Meaning in 
both Places is, That we ſhould be as 
willing to let our Nezghbour enjoy his 
Pro- 
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Property, as we are to enjoy aur wn z 
That what /aever we would that Men 
ſhould do unto us, we ſhould do even /o 
unto them, Matth.vii. 12. That we ſhou'd 
bear the ſame tender Affections to them, 
as we would that they, in like Circum- 
ſtances, ſhould bear unto us ; That we 
ſhould lay aſide all Prejudice, and Paſ- 
ſion, and Partiality, all that is incon- 
ſiſtent with Juſtice and Goodneſs ; and be 
as ready to aſſiſt, and do good Offices to 
others, as we would that they ſhould, 
in the ſame Circumſtances, do to ug. 
In this Extent is this great Duty en- 
join'd : and by the regular Practice of 
this Degree of Loye, the whole Lay is 
fulfilled. | 
When ſo much ſtreſs is laid by our 
Sayiour upon theſe two great Command- 
ments, and tis expreſly added, that ov 
I theſe hang all the Law and the Prophets; 
—When theſe Principles were afterwards 
ſo much inculcated by the Apoſtles ; 
hen they tell us, He that loveth nor, 
knoweth not God z and, if” 4 Man ſay, 1 
love God, and hateth hzs Brother, he ig 
a Lyar *; and, This Commandment 


* 
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*1 John iv. 8, 20, 21, ; 
dart” have 
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have we from him, that he who loveth 
God, love his Brother a//o When theſe 
Duties are made the principal ones in 
Chriſtianity, one might reaſonably muy 
that amongſt thoſe who name the Name 
of Chriſt the effects of ſuch Principles 
would appear. Where might one ex- 
pect to find the Worſhip of the One God, 
if not amongſt thoſe who profels to 


love him with all their Hearts, with 


all their Souls, with all their Minds, 
and with all their Strength* ? Where 
can Love and Charity abound, if not 


amongſt thoſe who are to be known 7 


be the Diſciples of Chriſt by this Mark, 
that they have Love one to another! 
John xiii. 34, 35. It will therefore be 
worth our while to look into the Chri- 
ſtian World, and to conſider what I pro- 
poſed in the Second Place, How little 


theſe are regarded by ſuch as name the 


Name of Chriſt. Therefore let it be ob- 
{erv'd, 

Firſt, That the firſt of all the Com- 
mandments zs, Hear, O lirael, the Lord 
our God is one Lord, Mark xii. 29. The 
Worſhip of the One God is the Baſis of 


2 


* Mark xii. 30. 


the 
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the Law of Moſes; Thou ſhalt have no =_ 
other Gods before me ; thou ſhalt not | 
bow down thy ſelf to them, nor ſerve 
| them, Exod. xx. 3, 5. Again, Deut. x. 
ve 20. Thou ſhalt fear the Lord thy God: 4 
him ſhalt thou ſerve, and to him ſhalt 
thou cleave, and ſwear by his Name. 
Our Saviour in the ſame manner ſays, 
Thou ſhalt worſhip the Lord thy God, l 
and him only ſhalt thou ſerve, Matt. iv. 1 
10. oF | 
But yet how large a part of the Chri- 1 
ſtian World is there, which has changed 1 
the Truth of God into a Lye, and wor- 
ſhips and ſerves the Creature more than 
the Creator, who ig bleſſed for ever *? 
No ſooner was the Heathen Idolatry 
rooted out of the World by the Goſpel, 
but exactly ſuch another Scene of Im- 
; piety aroſe amongſt Chriſtians, and has 
been continued ever ſince, They got 
rid of the Worſhip of dead Heroes, and 
of ſuch as by nature were no Gods f: but 
then they ſoon introduced a Worſhip of 
| Saints and Angels, and paid a ſubmiſ- 
ſion to them who had no Dominion or 
Authority over them. If the Teathens 


—_ 
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changed the Glory of the uncorrupt ible 
God into an Image made like to cor. 
ruptible Man *, Chriſtians have not been 
behind them in this reſpect; for they 
too have had their [mages and Pictures 
of God and his Chriſt, and have paid 
the ſame Reſpect to theſe, as thoſe of 
old did to their imagipary Deities. Could 
any thing of old be more ridiculous, -or 
more ſuperſtitious, than that great Regard 
which is paid to the Re/icks of Saints 
and Martyrs now ? Or can any thing be 
more ſhameful and abſurd, than the Con- 
fidence that is placed in ſuch Baubles ? 


Bur thus it muſt be, till God's appointed 


Time ſhall come, or how /hall the Scripe 
tures be fulfilled? They haye expreſly 
declared, that Idolatry was the mark of 
that great Apoſtacy, which was to hap- 
pen in the Chriſtian World: and our 


Eyes have ſeen, and our Ears have heard, 


the lying Wonders, and the ſfrong De- 
laſion, which God hath ſent them, that 
they may believe a Lye. 2 Thell. ii. g, 11. 
Secondly, The Other great Commanad- 
mont, ſo ſtrongly preſſed, and upon which 
ſo much depends, is, Thou ſhalt love thy 
Neighbour as thy fel This has been 
practiſed in the Chriſtian World, no bet- 
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ter than the former: Nor have Men 
obſerved this Duty to one another, more 
ſtrictly than they have done that to God. 
The greateſt conceivable Contradiction 
to the former Law, is an open avowed 
Idolatry, by which dead Men, Saints, 
and Angels, or, perbaps, merely imagi- 
nary Beings, are worſhipped, and their 
Dominion is acknowledged. Tg Law, 
by which we are obliged to aſſiſt one 
another, to work no ill to our Neigb. 
hours, never to do them any Injury, has 
been as remarkably violated by Chriſtians, 
in direct contradiction to the Words, to 
the Deſign, to the Declarations of our 
Saviour, and to every 4 that Goſ- 
pel which they profeſs to believe, as the 
other has been by thoſe groſs Impieties 
I have mentioned. Chriſſiaus have been 
brought to oof rin one another for 
Religion: they have uſed all the Arts, 
and all the Engines of Cruelty towards 
Fellow-Chriſtians, in order to eſtabliſh 
their own Righteouſneſs in oppoſition 
to the Righteouſneſs of God, What is 
there ſo inhuman, ſo barbarous, ſo de- 
teſtable, which has not been practiſed 
under the prerence of Religion? What 
is there ſo impious, which has not been 
ſanRified with the name of Godlineſs ? 


Bat 
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But that which heightens this Reflexion 
is, That it is has been often pretended, 
that what is called by ſome Per ſecu- 
tion, is in truth nothing elſe but Kind. 
eſs ; That it is inconſiſtent with that 
Love which we are obliged to ſhew to 
our Neighbour, to permit them to go 
on in their Errors: That the Severities 
which Parents ſhew to Children, in 
order to bring them to a ſenſe of their 


Duties, or to ſave them from Ruin, is 


in truth the beſt Aſſiſtance you can give 
them: It is promoting their Welfare and 
Happineſs; and if this be diſagreeable to 
them whilſt they feel the Smart, yet in 
the event it is the beſt Friendſhip, and 


they themſelves will one time or other 


1 the Favour. 
This indeed is owning the Principle 
in Theory, that it is our Duty to /ove 
gur Neighbours; but the Practice of it is 
to do what is owned to be diſagreeable; 
and this to Men who are as able to 
judge for themſelves as thoſe who per- 
ſecute. They are not Children; they are 
not ſuch as have 20 Will, and are forc'd 
to depend upon the choice of others; 
but they are ES as are more capable of 
Judging of what will make themſelves ac. 
ceptable to God, than any can * for 
| them. 


En 


them. Beſides, what good is done by 
| theſe injurious Practices? Force may 


make Men appear good to thole who 
ſee no farther than the outward Act: 
but what is this to him who tries the 
Heart, and ſearches the Reins, to give 
to every Man according to his Ways, 
and according to the Fruits of his Do- 
ines ? Why is that applied which can- 
not make Men good, but only makes them 
appear good to thoſe who are not their 
Judges, at the ſame time that they are 
really wicked before him who judges not 
according to Appearances, but to Truth ? 

But it is ſaid, That it is the trueſt Love, 
the perfecteſt Friendſhip, to ſave others 
from Ruin. But how does this ſave Men 
from Ruin, when Men are murder'd, and 
die in thoſe Errors that are deem'd fo 
damnable ? When they are ſent imme- 
diately to give an account of their Er- 
rors to God, and have no time allow'd 
them here to correct their Faults 4 Sup- 
poſe that Force would make Men upright 
in length of time; yet to put Men to 
death, to burn them, to ſtarve them, to 
rack them in Inquiſitions, will not make 
them upright, nor teach them what would 
ſecure their final Happineſs. In truth, 
Compulſion, whether it be the ſmaller 

1 one 
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one of Fines, or the larger one of Impri. 
ſonment, or of Death, (for all are equal ly 
unjuſtifiable in Reaſon) only tends to keep 
Men quiet, but it does not make them 
what God requires, good : Their Virtue, 


their inward Frame and Diſpoſition of | 


Mind, That which really is Religion, and 
which alone will be rewarded by God, 
is not altered by thoſe means which al. 
ter our outward Actions; and conſe- 


nently, Love thus ſhewn is nothing | 
elſe but Tyranny, and Cruelty, and the 
bittereſt Inhumanity, under the Mask 


and Cover of Kindneſs and Friendſhip. 
But I go from my Deſign, when I con- 


ſider the Reaſons of this Conduct: I | 


intend only to obſerve the Fact. Our 
Neighbours are to be /oved as our ſelves, 


if we regard the Law enjoined by our | 
Saviour. If we look into the Pradtices | 
of Chriſtians, little elſe than Cruelty and 
Barbarity appear. What are all thoſe} 


Perſecutions, all that Abomination of De- 
ſolation, which all Countries are Witneſſes 
of, but Infringements of this great Com- 
mandment of loving our Neighbours ? 
Imagine that the Commandment had been 
to hate one another: Which way could 
this Hatred have been manifeſted better, 
than in tormenting People, in Cruelty, 

| We 
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Confiſcations, in Baniſhments, in depriving 
them of their Friends, of their Proper. 
ties, of their Liberties, of their Lives? 
Which way could Il nature and Malice 
better be ſhewn, than in cauſing all, 
both ſmall and great, rich and poor, free 
and bond, to receibe a Mark, that no 
Man might buy or ſell ſave he that had 
the Mark, or the name of the Beaſt, or 
the number of his Name? Rev. xiii. 16, 
17. It ſignifies but little what Names 
are given to ſuch Cruelties: they may 
be covered over with ſoft Words; bur 
Barbarities felt, will be Barbarities, and 
will not change their Nature by a change 
of Name ; nor will they ceaſe to be what 
they are, becauſe Men that are aſhamed 
of the Actions, will artfully find out a 
Diſtinction, or find out an imaginary 
Crime to ſeem to merit ſuch Infamy. 

This has been the Practice of Chriſtian 
Societies, and eminently ſo in the Church 
of Rome, for too many Ages paſt. They 
have dealt about to Fellow-Chriſtians 
odious Names, and then have thought 
no Ignominy too great, no Tortures too 
ſevere, no Death too cruel for ſuch un- 
happy Wretches. Is this that Love of 
our Brethren which Feſus Chriſt com- 


manded ? Was it by zhe/e Arts that we 
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were to be known to be Chriſt Diſciples ! 
Did the Saviour of Mankind come into 
the World to deſtroy Mens Lives? Luke 
ix. 56. Or what Account muſt one day 


be given for all the Breaches of that 


great Commandment, which Perſecution, 


with all its Train of Inhumanity, con- 
tains ? 


I have dwelt the longer upon thele | 
two great Violations of the two great | 
Commandments, apon which the Law aud 
the Prophets hang, upon which all Reli- 


gion de 


how ſmall a Part of it, even yet has re- 
formed it ſelf from theſe Errors? How 
{mall a Part has forſaken 1do/atry ; and 


how much ſmaller ſtill is acquainted with 


that Religious Liberry which all Men 
have a Right to? | 
But not to inſiſt any longer on theſe 
Points; Where we boaſt of a Reforma- 
tion from the Errors of our Anceſtors, 
and where we enjoy that Liberty which 
is the peculiar Honour and Glory of this 
Kingdom: Where we have a KinG and 


QUEEN who have the juſteſt Sentiments 


of true Piety to God, and of that Love 
8 | to 


pends, becauſe Idolatry and Per-. 
ecution have been (in flat contradiction | 
to theſe Commands of Chriſt) e/tab/iſhed | 
throughout the Chriſtian World. And | 


1 
to our Neighbours, which Jeſus Chriſt 
commanded; Where we pay obedience 


to thoſe whom no Arts, no Subtlety, 


no Device, can influence to break in 

on the leaſt Right of their Subjects; 
and therefore from whom the utmoſt 
Happineſs, that a free Nation can pro- 


miſe it ſelf under the beſt of Governors, 


is reaſonably to be expected: Where 
we have theſe glorious Privileges, it ma 
deſerve our Reflection, How little the 
Influence of thoſe two great Principles, 
upon which ſo much depends, is upon 
our Lives. 

The jrft Rule is, Thou ſhalt love the 
Lord thy God with all thy Heart, with 
all thy Soul, and with all thy Mind, 


What regard have they to this ft Prin. 


ciple of all Religion, Natural as well as 
Revealed, who can indulge themſelves in 
unlawful Oaths, in Profaneneſs, in Cur- 
ſong and er in Perjury, in an open 
neglect of all Religious Duties, aud who 
live as without God in the World? To 
believe that there is ſuch a Being as God, 
is, to believe that he ſays, and knows, 


whatever we ſay or do; that be will 


take notice of all our Actions; that we 
are always in the preſence of One who 
is infinite in Power, and Knowledge, and 


Juſtice. 


Fn) 
Juſtice, When any one therefore /wea; i 
 profanely, or wantonly, or falſely, He 
muſt treat God, not as a Being omni. 
ſcient, omnipotent, juſt, and true, but az 
if he had none of theſe Attributes, as if 
he were juſt /ach à one as our ſelves, 
fectly careleſs of what we ſay or do. 
What regard is paid to God by thoſe, 
who know that the Wrath of God is 
revealed from Heaven againſi all Un. 
godlineſs, and Unrighteouſneſs of Men; 
yet they not only do the ſame, but have | 
pleaſure in them that do them? Rom. i. 
18, 32. This xs a faithful ſong, lays 
St Paul in his Epiſtle to Titus, chap. iii. 
8. and theſe things I will that thou 
affirm conſtantly, that they which have 
believed in God might be careful to main. 
tain good Works. The Voice of Nature 
teaches all Men this eaſy and obvious 
Conſequence: And to confirm it more 
effectually, The Grace of God that bring- 
eth Salvation hath appeared to all Men, 
teaching us that denying Ungodlineſs and 
worldly Luſts, we ſhould live ſoberly, 
righteouſly, and godly, in this preſent 
World. There can be no due ſenſe of 
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Gop, where theſe Effects are not pro- 
ducd: nor is it poſſible to pretend a 
ſenſe of Obligation to him, where Men 
are openly profane, or ſecretly wicked. 

The other grand Principle of all Re- 
ligion is, Thou ſhalt love thy Neigh- 
bour as thy ſelf. Is this believed ro be 
true by thoſe who have no ſenſe of Pro- 
& /erty, who have no regard to 7uſtice, 
who by Force or Fraud deprive their 
Neighbours. of their Right, or who dare 
attempt themſelves, or aſſiſt in others, 
Violence, and Oppreſſion ? What has Am- 
bition, or Malice, or Revenge ; what 
has Murder, or Adultery, or Theft, or 
Cheating ; what has Perjury, or Defa- 
mation, or Lying ; what has Injuſtice, or 
any hard Uſage, to do in him who is 
bound to be kind, tender-hearted, ready 
70 forgive, even as God for Chriſt's ſake 
hath forgiven him*. There are ſome 
Circumſtances in Life which may juſti- 
fy, and even require Severity. Even a 
g00d-natur'd, merciful Man may be 06- 
liged ſometimes to act with a ſtrict hand, 
and to be more ſevere than he could wiſh. 
But no C:rcumſtances, no Station, no 
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Office 
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Office can oblige a Man to be cruel ; or 
can juſtify him in any Act or Exercile of | 
Barbarity. How are any ſuch Vices to 
be reconciled to common Humanity 
Much leſs are they to be reconciled to 
that Good. w-ill which our Neighbour has 
a Right to; and much leſs ſtill, when 
the Rule of our Actions is, that we 
ſhould do by him, as we would that 
he ſhould do by us. | 
The only Inferences I ſhall draw from 
what has been ſaid, are, 
Firſt, That we ſhould endeavour to 
cultivate in our Minds a true ſenſe of 
that great, omniſcient Being, whom the 
Heaven of Heavens cannot contain. We 
| ſhould always conſider ourſelves as in his 
immediate Preſence. He ſearcheth all 
Hearts, and under ſtandeth all the Ima- 
grnations of the Thoughts. His Eyes 
are upon the ways of Man, and he ſceth 
all his Goings. There is no darkneſs, 
nor ſhadow of Death, where the Work- 
ers of Iuiquity may hide themſeboes : 
Job xxxiv. 21, 22. It is the higheſt de- 
gree of Preſumption and Folly to think 
to conceal our ſelves from him : For 
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the Eyes of the Lord are in every Place; 
8 holding the Evil and the Good; Hell 
and Deſtruttion are before the Lord 
How much more then, the Hearts of 
the Children of Men ? Prov. xv. 3, 11. 
Tis in vain to imagine that we car 
eſcape his Judgment, however we may 
elude that of Man: For wo unto them 
that ſeek deep to hide their Counſel from 
the Lord, and their Works are in the 
dark, and they ſay, who ſeeth us? and 
who knoweth us ? yore your turning 
of things upſide down ſhall be efleemed 
as the Potters Clay : for ſhall the Work 
ſay of him that made it, he made me 
not : or ſhall the thing framed, ſay of 
him that framed it, he hath ud Under- 
landing ? 1a. xxix. 15, 16. | D 

The Second Inference is, That it fig- 
nifies little to call our ſelves Chri/t:ans, 
or to call our Saviour Lord, Lord, 
whilſt we hate our Nezghbours, and op- 
preſs, and injure them in any of their 
Rights. Tis better to renounce the 
name of Chriſtian, than to uſe it only 
to cover Wickedneſs with it. What has 
Perſecution to do with Chriſtianity, when 
every Precept of the Goſpel fo plainly 
condemns it? Why will men preſame 
to cheat and defraud others, and yet 
5 proleſd 
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rofeſs to live according to Goſpel Rules, 
which are expreſs, That no man go be. 
yond, or over-reach, his Brother in any 
matter, becauſe the Lord is the Avenger 
of ſuch ? 1 Theſſ. iv. 6. It is ridiculous 
to talk of, or pretend to, Religion 
without Morality ;- and it is better to 
be no Chriſtian than to pretend to Chri. 
ſtianity, and yet to be f/'4 with all Un. 
righteouſneſs. | 
A Third thing will follow naturally e- 
nough from what I bave ſaid, and that 
is, that it becomes all who haye the 
management of Zouth to inſtil in them 
as early as poſſible a true ſenſe of their 
Duty to God, and as true a one of their 
Duty to their Neighbours. TESE 
CHILDREN here before us ought juſt ſo 
far to. be encouraged, as they are taught 
to abhor all Notions, which may lead them 
to perſecute others, or to treat them ill. 
If they are not inſtructed in the true no- 
tion of Liberty, and taught what are 
the Rights of Mankind, and what is due 
to them, inſtead of 2 the advantage 
of being educated right, the Seed of M. 


chief is ſown; and one may expect a 

ſuitable Harveſt of Evil from them when 
they are grown up. But when they are 
taught to fear God, and to /ove Man- 
Euind, 
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kind, and to give to all their Dues, then 
axe they reſcued frem Darkneſs 40 Light, 


nam the Power of Erxox td the Foxce 
of Truth ; and to encourage ſuch De- 


ſigns, is to derne what is moſt likely 
to de of perpetuaf Advantage to the 
Children, = an Honour to the Society 
of which they are Members, and a Bene 
fit. to the Commognecalth * en FOE 
are to live. | 
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